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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND SUPPLIES

From the Office of the Minister

Regulation No. 499 dated  of November 3, 1999

Within the powers  delegated by Article No. 87, II, of Brazilian Constitution,  and according to the terms expressed in Chapters I and II of  the Vegetal Sanitary Defense approved by Decree No. 24114 dated April 12, 1934,  and 

considering the possible damage to local flora and economy from exotic high risk forest plagues entering Brazil;  

further considering that the introduction of such plagues in the country may occur from the packaging material used to wrap sundry supplies or from wooden parts such as pallets and stowage used as load support; 

further considering that during transportation such supplies and their packagings may be attacked by plagues originating from their shipping site or in transit;   

further considering  that wood peeling and wood logs are efficient  plague dissemination vehicles;

further considering the recent introduction of  the  Anoplophora glabripennis bug, also known as the chinese beetle, into the United States of America and the damages this plague brought to some of the areas in that country , as well as damages provided by the Strex noctili, the wood wasp, to the South of Brazil;

further considering that besides the chinese beetle there is the risk of introducing and establishing other plagues whose young stages are developed in the wood, specially the wood used for packagings;

further considering the need to provide quarantine restrictions and thus protect the forest areas of the country;

further considering that the State is responsible for ensuring the safety of all national economic departments,  the State, Agriculture and Supply Public Finance Ministers have jointly decided that:

Art. 1
The entry of wood in the form of logs into Brazil,  will only be allowed after an analysis of  plague risk has been provided and approved by the Cabinet of  Agriculture and Supplies. 

Art. 2
The entry of unpeeled wood of any kind into Brazilian country to be commercialized, or of  coniferous isolated coats or of wide-leaved plants (latifoliar) of the following botanic types: Acacia, Acer, Castanea, Eucalyptus, Fagus, Juglans, Nothofagus, Populus, Quercus, Salix,  Tilia and  Ulmus will only be permitted  after the analysis of  plague risk has been provided and approved by the Secretary  of  Agriculture and Cattle Raising Defense, and by the Cabinet of Agriculture and Supplies.

Art. 3
The entrance of real Coniferous and Eucalyptus seeds, of in-vitro plants or unleaved pickets for Salináceas, as their single  and exclusive form of propagation for such vegetables, will be permitted when abiding all requirements expressed in Normative Instruction MA No. 05 dated March 16, 1999, and published in the March 18, 1999 Official Brazilian News (DOU).

Art. 4
Declare as preferential packaging material for entrance into the country those not made of wood, plus wooden  packagings made of  adequately treated wood as determined by this Directive, so as to prevent their use as hostage by insects or bugs, or still untreated wood packagings made of processed wood (such as plywood,  agglomerate material (i.e. pressed and heated material made of wood and glue).

Art. 5
All packaging or support made of untreated wood used for the transportation of any kind of merchandise entering Brazil must be made of wood  free of peelings, of bugs and damages caused by bugs; should they not abide by these requirements they will be submitted to the specifications expressed in this article.


Wooden packagings originated or in transit from China (including Special Administrative Hong Kong Region), Japan, South Korea, North Korea and United States of  America  are to be incinerated preferentially in their primary areas; should this be impracticable they are to be transported inside their original containers or inside closed trucks; the importer agent will be responsible for incineration costs, for following up this action and any other decurrent cost.


Packaging material incineration may be subject to inspection, at the discretion of the corresponding Public Finance, Agriculture or Supply Cabinet Delegate.  Inspections ordered but not provided will be subject to the penalties identified in the current legislation in effect.

Art. 6
The treated wood used in packaging material or support for the transportation of merchandise must be  handled  safely in order to prevent any plague infestation in transit, and be provided with an Official Phytosanitation Certificate from the Phytosanitation Protection Office in the original country; this certificate will vouch for the proper heat treatment,  fumigation or other preservation method previously agreed to by the respective Sanitation Office in Brazil, and stating the name and amount of the product used, exposure time and fumigation temperature;  this certificate will be checked at the entrance point by Agriculture & Cattle Raising and Supply Cabinet representatives.


Fumigation or heat treatment must have been provided no sooner than 15 (fifteen) days prior to shipment in the origin country.

In the absence of an Official Certificate, corresponding packagings will be submitted to the terms expressed in Art. 5 above, or be fumigated by specialized firms duly registered in  Agriculture & Cattle Raising and Supply Cabinets before Customs clearance ;  fumigation costs will then be paid by the material importer.  Fumigation will be provided with Methyl Bromide (80 g/m3) at 21º C minimum temperature for 24 hours, or any other legally authorized fumigation agent which is not metal corroding;  alternative treatments similarly effective may be used instead, such as wood drying in high temperature ovens so as to reduce its humidity content to 20% maximum.

Art. 7
Other countries as well as other requirements may be added to Art. 5, paragraph 1 of this Rule,  by a joint decision of  Public Revenue Secretary, Public Finance Ministry , Agriculture & Cattle Raising Secretary and Agriculture and Supply Ministry.

Art. 8
Former Administratve Rule S D A No. 76 dated June 16, 1993 is hereby superceded.

Art. 9
This Administrative Rule will be in effect 60 days after publication, during which time it will be subject to open court procedures.
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PEDRO SAMPAIO MALAN

Agriculture & Supply Minister
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