EU Standing Committee on Plant Health Meeting

Summary of January, 2001 Meeting1
Please note that although the implementation date is October 1, 2001,

implementation is expected to be gradual over a 9 - 12 month period.  Strict enforcement is not

expected until October, 2002.

              "Commission Decision on temporary emergency measures in

              respect of wood packing comprised in whole or in part of

              non-manufactured coniferous wood originating in Canada, China,

              Japan and the USA.

              A final discussion took place on a draft text concerning temporary

              emergency measures to be applied by the whole Community in respect

              of the introduction into the EC of wood packing material comprised in

              whole or in part of non-manufactured coniferous wood originating in

              Canada, China, Japan and the USA. This is in response to

              interceptions of Bursaphelenchus xylophilus (Steiner et Buhrer) Nickle

              et al. (PWN), on the above wood originating in the above mentioned

              countries, and taking into account, amongst other, suggestions for

              technical changes made by some of the above countries to the EC

              draft measures during and after the WTO Agreement commenting

              period. The EC measures, which consist of heat treatment (56°C/30'),

              chemical pressure impregnation or fumigation, to be proven by marking

              the wood (and are similar to those envisaged in a draft International

              Standard on non-manufactured wood packing currently being

              developed by FAO) have an implementing date of 1 October 2001.

              Voting: favorable opinion by unanimity

              Commission Decision requiring MS temporarily to take additional

              measures against the dissemination of Bursaphelenchus

              xylophilus (Steiner et Bührer) Nickle et al. as regards areas in

              Portugal, other than those in which Bursaphelenchus xylophilus

              (Steiner et Bührer) Nickle et al. is known not to occur.

              The Commission (SANCO E.1) presented a revised draft text

              authorising MS to continue to take additional measures against the

              dissemination of PWN as regards demarcated areas in P. These

              measures refer to movement of wood, isolated bark and host plants

              within demarcated areas in P and from these areas in other areas of P

              and other MS, as well as measures to be taken by P to control the

              spread of PWN with the aim of eradication."

              Voting: favorable opinion by unanimity

1Please refer to: <www.europa.eu.int/comm/food/fs/rc/scph/index_en.html> for the full

meeting summary.
